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Liberty is a core conception of the political philosophy. Philip Pettit who trys to 
build a new republican political theory which centers on liberty as non-domination is 
a well-known political philosopher and representative of the neo-republicanism in 
contemporary western world. He thinks about political phenomena around liberty as 
non-domination. In this article I have interpreted the philosophical foundation, the 
theoretical basis and the concrete institutional design of liberty as non-domination 
systematically, and conclude that Pettit’s efforts to build a neo-republicanism theory 
beyond liberalism and communitarianism are useful for us to understand what 
neo-republicanism is, and provide us with a new inspiration to think about political 
libety. 
In this article, firstly, I introduce Pettit’s opinion about human capacity of 
thinking, finding out the holistic individualism as philosophical foundation of liberty 
as non-domination. Then I interpret how Pettit think about freedom on the basis of 
holistic individualism. Pettit thinks human beings are intentional thinking subjects. 
The human capacity of thinking is dependent on society. Pettit takes freedom as 
fitness to be held responsible. The capacity of fitness to be held responsible involves 
not only rational control and volitional control, but also discourse control. In Pettit’s 
view, an agent under the control of rationality and volition is not fully fit to be held 
responsible, only when enjoying discourse control can he be completely fit to be held 
responsibie and free. To this extent Pettit takes freedom as discourse control. 
Discourse control has a dual aspect, ratiocinative and relational. It involves the 
ratiocinative capacity to take part in discourse, and the relational capacity that goes 
with enjoying relationships that are discourse-friendly. An agent who enjoys discourse 
control can act freely and be a free self, a free person. Freedom as discourse control is 
the theoretical basis of Pettit’s theory of liberty as non-domination. 
Pettit holds the view that a state which concerns with its members’ freedom 
should promote the enjoyment of discourse control. But the traditional political ideal 
of liberty as non-interference has not guaranteed a state can enhance the enjoyment of 














takes domination as arbitrary interference that ignores the feelings and interests of the 
intervened. Liberty is the absence of domination or arbitrary interference. To this 
extent a state which can promote the freedom of its members must provide its 
members with social status and security, eliminating the arbitrary interference in 
interpersonal relationships.The theory of liberty as non-domination opposes 
domination without interference, but it can tolerate interference without domination, 
for example interference of fair law. The ideal of political liberty as non-domination is 
more compatible with discourse control. It supports an active state taking public 
policies to protect its members from private dominium. But the state itself maybe 
arbitrarily interfere its members’ private lives. In order to avoid domination from the 
state, the state power must be constrained by the public interest, always being 
exercised for public purposes. In other words state power should be subject to the 
Constitution, laws and norms, dispersing within the national institutions for checking 
and balancing each other, and those who are in power must be regulated and so on. 
Pettit thinks State is necessary for the enjoyment of non-domination. State which 
only pursues the public interests can really promote the enjoyment of liberty as 
non-domination. Although state power can be limited to pursue public interest by laws 
and other constraints, laws and systems are finite and defective. There is always some 
discretion, which requires people’s direct control over the government. Pettit thinks 
contestatory democracy can provide this control. Contestory democracy empowers 
people to question the government's behavior and policies at any time and to rectify 
the deviation from the public interest. Moreover, participation in public life and 
expressions of ideas of people lead to the formation of public interest. So democracy 
is indispensable. Pettit thinks democracy which is compatible with liberty as 
non-domination has two dimensions: electoral and contestatory, just as newspaper 
needs authors and editors. Electoral democracy can provide the candidates for public 
interest as much as possible. Contestatory democracy ensures that only matters of 
public interests have influence on government. 
Finally, Pettit thinks that while laws are the protection of liberty as 
non-domination, and those laws will have to work in synergy with norms that are 
established, or that come to be established, in the realm of civil society. The laws must 
give support to the norms and the norms must give support to the laws. So a state 














From the philosophical foundation, the theoretical basis to the specific system 
design and the construction of civil society, Pettit has built a new systematic political 
and social normative theory——theory of liberty as non-domination. The theory 
combining the republican traditions takes the advantages of liberalism and 
communitarianism. Pettit called the theory as "Neo- Roman republicanism" .On the 
one hand, it is a great contribution for enriching political thoughts, and on the other 
hand it provides us with a new perspective in thinking the political life today. Of 
course, the theory which is not perfect needs to be further improved with the 
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